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1. Transmittal of (h4> ImnskirKin lo Ihv applicant 

The International Kurvaii inm^niiis herewith a copy of the English translation made by the International Bureau of the international 
preliminary examination rviv»ri established by the International Preliminaiy Examining Authority. 



TransmitUl oftht* c-i»p> cif IIm- Ininslation to the elected Offices. 

The Inlernalional Bureau n«>iiries the applicant that copies of that translation have been transmitted lo the following elected Offices 
requiring such irjiislaiimi. 

A2, OA. CH, CN. CO. GH, KG, KP, KR, MK. MZ. RU, TM 

The following elected ( MIkcs. having waived the requirement for such a transmittal al this lime, will receive copies of that translation from 
the Inlernalional Bureau i»nl\ u(^»n I heir request: 

AE, AG. AL, AM, AP. AT. AU. BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CR. CU, CZ, DE. DK, DM, DZ, EA, EC, EE, EP, ES. Fl, GB, GD 
GE. GM. HR. HU. ID. IL. IN. IS, JP. KE, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS. LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, OA. OM. ' 
PH. PL, PT. RO. SC. SD. SE, SG, SK. SL, TJ. TN. TR, TT. TZ, UA, UG, US. UZ, VC, VN. YU, ZA, ZM. ZW 



3. Reminder regarding* lninskili<in into (<ine of) the ofTlcial language(s) of the elected Ofllce(s). 

The applicani is reniiiuleil iluii. where a translation of the international apphcaiion must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a iranslaiion »♦! any annexes lo the international preliminary examination report- 
It is the applicanrs n's)M»ii\ihilily to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See 
Volume II ofllu' F(.*l' AppiinmtN <;uide for further details. 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and IS transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. ^ ^ j 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets contam rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT^ 



These annexes consist of a total of 



; Instructions under the PCT). 
_3 sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 



Lack of unity of invention 

^f^w1.?i^^"^f"^ under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apolicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement a^pn^umiy , 
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II 
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□ 


IV 
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V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


vra 


□ 



Certain defects in the international application 
Vm Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

16 September 2003 (16.09.2003) 


Date of completion of this report 

21 May 2004 (21.05.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEATEP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/001924 



I. Basis of fhe report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I ] tiie international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages ^ ui4 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-9 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



06 May 2004 (06>05.2QQ4) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/1 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I — I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- uucnicuionai 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority m written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



since they have been considered to go 



5 rn This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ ReplacemefU sheets which Imve beenfiirnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
ZdWjf) ""''S^nally filed" and are not awu^ed to this report since they do not contain amendmenZfRuie 7016 

** Any replacemefU sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Cl£ums 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. This report makes reference to the following document: 

Dl: US-A-5 499 917 (ERICKSON ET AL . ) 19 March 
1996 , 

2. Dl discloses (cf . column 3, lines 2-35; column 5, line 
49 to column 6, line 20, figures) : 



a cofferdam covering means (10) made of a flexible, 
elastic material, where the material is a thermoplastic 
that is elastic at room temperature, the cofferdam 
covering means has a lower side facing the oral mucosa and 
an upper side facing away therefrom, and at least one side 
is configured with a structured surface, 

the surface structure having a multiplicity of recesses 
that extend from the surface level of one side towards the 
side facing away therefrom; and 
fastening strips (232; 340) • 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



3. The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the known 
device of Dl in that 

a) each of the recesses has, at the surface level. 
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dimensional extension ranging from 0.10 mm to 0.50 mm and 
a separating distance of 0.05 mm to 0.30 mm, and further 
b) in that, as an alternative, a fastening str-ip is 
provided that is made of the same material and has the 
same features as the cofferdam covering means. 

Therefore, the problem to be solved by the present 
invention can be regarded as that of producing a cofferdam 
covering means or a fastening strip having improved 
elasticity, extensibility and tear strength. 

The cofferdam covering means or the fastening strip has a 
significantly decreased tendency to rip at weak spots; the 
weak spots can be holes for the tooth to be treated. 

The distinguishing features are neither disclosed in nor 
derivable from the prior art, nor is it obvious for a 
person skilled in the art to apply these features to the 
device according to Dl . 

Therefore, the solution to the problem of interest as 
proposed in claim 1 of the present application involves an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

4. Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 

5. Claim 9 relates to a cofferdam having a cofferdam 
covering means according to claim 1, and therefore said 
claim likewise meets the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 



FomfiPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



